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Individual focus. Infinite potential.

lac.rdale.org

EXCELLENCE IS OUR STANDARD

The mission of Robbinsdale Area Schools is to inspire and educate all learners to develop their unique potential and
positively contribute to their community. We are committed to ensuring an equitable and respectful educational
experience for every student, family and staff member. To support academic achievement and create a world-class
workforce, we urge the Governor and Legislators to address the following critical funding and policy issues:

Fund Emergency Needs in Response to COVID-19

e Authorize the prior year’s pupil count to hold schools harmless for COVID-19 related drops in enroliment.

e Continue to Provide financial flexibility by allowing fund balance transfers between restricted funding streams
based upon school board approval.

e Continue Special Education maintenance of effort changes to allow for staffing transitions between job duties
without incurring future financial loss.
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e Expand uses for Long Term Facility Maintenance (LTFM) to equip buildings to meet the necessary requirements

of COVID-19 restrictions and enhance safety through security modifications to buildings, including remodeling
and additions to existing space.



Stabilize Funding Formulas continued

A . CHART B
e Tax equalization for operating
r’eferendums School Referendum Levies Property Tax Comparison
Tax Impact of an Operating Referendum of $1,827.54 per Adjust Pupil Unit
and debt service to provide On a Home with an Estimated Market Value of $225,000, Payable 2020*

greater equity in education

funding. Property tax levies play a workins [ s

crucial role in funding education

programs and facilities. Minneapolis _ $376

pepending on the Property tax |, s G 5

wealth in your school district,

taxpayers may pay more to raise core. Y -

the same amount of referendum

and debt service levies. For Wayzata _ $E76

example, taxes on a home valued
at $200,000 cost homeowners in
Robbinsdale Area Schools more Osseo
than twice what homeowners in
the Hopkins School District pay.

Robbinsdale

n
| g
g

$741

Minnetonka $787

(Please reference Chart B) 0 100 200 300 a00 500 600 700 800 500
*Data doesn't include any fiscal disparities impact and assumes each district only levied for $1,828 (although some may have authority for more,
o Reduce Ccross SubSIdleS for SpeClal doesn't include any impact beyond just the voter approved amount - No Local Optional Revenue [LOR], no equity, etc.)
Prepared by Baker Tilly Municipal Advisors November 2020 Data Source: Pay 2020 School Tax Report

Education and English Learning
by fully funding each area to ensure expenses are covered. Cross subsidies for the 2020-2021 school year are
budgeted at $16.1 million for Special Education and $2.0 million for English Learning.

Conserve Needed Dollars by Extending Municipality Privileges to School Boards to Establish

Governmental Parity

e Allow locally elected school boards to renew an existing operating referendum at the same funding level to
save funds spent on expensive elections. Data show that over the past six years 100% of referendum renewals
were approved by voters.

e Allow school boards to publish school board meeting minutes online, saving funds otherwise spent on
newspaper publishing. Last year the cost to publish school board information was about $3,000.

e Allow school boards to replace vacant board spots through appointment rather than expensive special
elections. Holding a special election costs the school district about $70,000.

Enhance Policy for Educator Workforce

e Support policies that increase diversity in the educator workforce to reflect diverse student populations.
® Maintain the tiered licensing system to ensure multiple pathways for licensure.

For questions or additional information contact:
Dr. Kristine Wehrkamp at kristine_wehrkamp@rdale.org | 763-504-8013
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